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The movement in favor of vertical penmanship is in the 
nature of a revolt against the tyranny of the fine art copper- 
plate standard of writing which has so long taxed and wor- 
ried our children, This interest in the new writing is a dis- 
tinct call for simpler forms and easier movements for our 
children to strive to imitate. | 

Vertical writing has nothing to say about capital stems, 
about heavy strokes or light strokes, right curves or left 
eurves, or any other of the petty details or embellishments 
which -a false standard has unduly magnified.. It lays no 
stress on needless uniformity and exactness. It does not 
sacrifice the child’s time or strength for the sake of the per- 
fection of the system. 

It puts before the child the most_legible and the simplest 
possible form of each letter. It reduces his difficulties to a 
minimum. After the typical forms of the letters are lodged 
in his mind it bids him write and not be worried or wearied 
by useless efforts at perfection and accuracy in imitating 
unessential minutiae. It tells him to write so that every let- 
ter in a word is perfectly plain and legible, as plain as if it 
were a printed letter, and to leave grace, and beauty, and 
speed to come as they may afterward. 

COPIES, 

[t will be noticed that the copies in these books are not 
“fine-art” copper-plate copies nor hand-engraved. They are 
photographic reproductions of copies actually written with a 
free hand. As is inevitable in such writing a letter is not al- 
ways an exact facsimile of the same letter elsewhere. Nor 
will such writing look as beautiful as the carefully drawn 
and laboriously engraved upright copies with their fine lines 


and graceful curves which are now being placed on the mar- | 


ket in utter defiance of the whole logic and spirit of the ver- 
tical-writing movement, Is there any wisdom in putting be- 
fore a child for reproduction a model in writing which was 
not made by the writing process at all, which was not made 
with a pen even, and which could never be made with a pen, 
or by a writing movement of the hand? As a Chicago Princi- 


SIIGGESTIONS. 


pal who has used a large number of the books puts it, “1t is 
an inspiration to a pupil to have: set before him a copy that 
appears to have been written by a real human being like 
himself. It is also a pleasure and an aid to both teacher and 
pupil to be able occasionally to say, without fear of the re- 
cording angel, ‘My boy, your writing looks as well as the 
copy.” An ideal worth striving for must not be absolute 


cold-blooded perfection.” Many and many a teacher has. 


expressed her surprise at the ease with which ‘by means of 
these copies she has gained better results in the writing hour 
than ever before. 

Two leading principles have been adopted in making 
these copies:—Capitals and loop letters are twice as high as 
the small letters, and all connecting lines, including loops, 
vhen they connect nothing, are omitted, except in the case 
of the J and j in which the loop is always made for obvious 
reasons, 

In joining the letters o and ¢ no point has been made of 
forming the top of the letter with the upstroke. Let the pen 
be lifted and begin the letter as if it were the first letter in 
the word. The small part of the & may be made in the same 
way. 

By proper folding of the page each half-page copy can 
be brought right next to the blank half-page in which it is to 
be written. This not only covers up the pupil’s former writ- 
ing but each time brings his copy close up to the space he is 
to write in. 

A large amount of practice is given in each book in mak- 
ing figures, a point which ordinarily does not receive atten- 
tion enough, 

The matter of the copies has been selected with the idea, 
which we are sure is a sound one, that the child ought al- 
ways to be alive to the sentiment and meaning of what he 
writes. To have this so the sentiment and meaning must 
appeal to his intelligence and be worthy of his appreciation, 
and he must not be obliged to write and rewrite his copies 
until he becomes tired of them. Every intelligent teacher 
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will appreciate the good material in the copies in these books 
as well as their arrangement. A whole paragraph written 
once with live interest is of much more profit than a single 
line written a dozen times without any thought. The child 
ought to do more in the line of careful writing and less in 
copying. In following the copies in these books the pupil 
will find far more satisfaction and stimulus than he has been 
accustomed to in the old books. 
POSITION. 

The photographs here presented, which are kindly fur- 
nished by principal E. L. Morse of the Phil. Sheridan School, 
Chicago, indicate the most approved position for upright 
writing. However, it should be stated that all are not 
agreed as to the best position. Some teachers who have had 
_ experience in teaching the vertical script prefer to have the 
top of the book turned to the left so that the writer’s fore- 
arm is at a right angle with the line to be written, as shown 
in cut No.2. This allows the forearm to swing from the 


elbow as a center, or on the large muscle, instead of requir- 


ing the forearm to slide along as in the other position. The 
main points, however, are these: sit well back in the seat, 
rest the feet firmly on the floor, keep the spine in normal 
position, the shoulders horizontal and well back, with the 
body and head slightly inclined forward, but not to one side. 
(In the photograph the boy’s head is a little too stiff and 


rigid.) Two-thirds at least of both forearms should rest on |- 


the desk or table in symmetrical position, meeting at a right 
angle and forming an angle of 45 degrees with the edge of 
the desk. Each. elbow should hang at about a hand’s 
breadth from the body. The hand should rest on the outer 
edge of the little finger. The wrist may be flat or turned 
more or less edgewise, but should not rest on the desk, nor 
yet be held up from it laboriously. The penholder should be 
long and grasped not too near the pen, the upper part not 
necessarily resting against the index-finger but down between 
the thumb and the index-finger, and pointing over the elbow 
rather than over the shoulder. Don’t let the upper part of 
the body bend forward, and don’t let the body be supported 
-on the elbows or by the desk. Leave the arms perfectly free 


to move at will. - The distance of the normal eye from 
the paper should he about 30 or 35 em., 13 or 14 inches. 
See that the desks are not too high for easy writing. Culti- 
vate an easy rolling motion from the first, by which this 
writing is best produced. See 

KIND OF PEN, 

Do not permit the use of pens which are too fine to make 
a good firm bold line. In legible writing strong lines are 
quite as essential as well-formed letters. 

ANALYZING LETTERS. 

We do not believe in analyzing letters or practicing on 
their “elements” or on anything less than a whole and entire 
letter. All the folderol of having children practice on the 
different curves, and turns, and stems, together with count- 
ing for them as they write different parts of the letter, be- 
longs to the writing-master’s copper-plate system and should 
be forever banished with it from the school-room. Say noth- 
ing about heavy lines or light lines. Let them take care of 
themselves. Do not put too much stress on smail points. 
For example, if the loop letters or capitals are a little more 
or a little less than double the smal! letters, what is the odds, 
just so the letter fairly approximates the typical form. So 
in holdirg the pen. Secure as free and easy a finger move- 
ment as is possible, but don’t forget that it can be had by 
more than one particular adjustment of the pen and fingers. 

: OUTSIDE WRITING. 

No difference how good a writer. a child may become in 
his copy-book, if he is permitted -in his outside writing to in- 
dulge in a careless, slovenly style, his copy-book practice 
will go for nothing. Hence in preparing examination or les- 
son papers, in copying from the black-board, writing in note- 
books, or what not, the teacher should see to it that the child 
has plenty of time to do the work carefully, and that he is 
sitting in a proper position to maintain whatever standard he 
may have reached in his copy-book. It is the universal rule 
that the hand-writing of school-children deteriorates in the 
7th and 8th grades. Can anybody wonder at it when he sees 
the amount of hurried, seribbling writing which they are 
obliged to do in their daily work? 


